. In arriving at the ratio of expenses of management to total ordinary expenditure, the generally-recognised test of efficiency, it was also necessary to take into consideration the accounts of the Cancer Fund, which included a merely nominal charge for management. On this basis the figures showed the ratio to t>e less than 5 per cent., although a greater number of patients had been treated and the ordinary expenditure increased, and although no account was taken of the convalescent patients, receiving benefits from the Samaritan Fund and convalescent home. 
the Samaritan Fund and convalescent home. There was thus a deficit between the total income and total expenditure of ?3,042, but since the ?2,050 for endowment of beds was not available for current expenses the excess of expenditure to be provided for was ?5,092. March. Dealing with this matter at some length the report said that the work was surrounded with great difficulties, and immediate results were not to be expected. Much useful preliminary work had, however, been done already, and the investigation was being thoroughly carried out. The Board had authorised the publication of special " Cancer Laboratory Reports," in which the progress made will be recorded, and in which the results obtained in the laboratories will be detailed, and thus rendered available for the use of medical men in general. The first of these reports will be issued during the current year.
Since the Board some two years ago took the initiative in the foundation of Cancer Research Laboratories, similar steps had been taken in other countries, and systematic investigation into the causation of cancer was now being carried out in Germany, under the direct auspices of the State, and in America by such bodies as The Cancer Commission of Harvard University, which had started on its work amply endowed by private munificence. It could not be doubted that tangible benefit to humanity would accrue from such concurrent work in the same direction. Since the Middlesex Hospital was able to claim the honour of having occupied the foremost position in this movement, the Board expressed confidence that the help which was being afforded abroad, either by the State itself or by private benevolence, would not be denied to the Cancer Research Laboratories, and that funds would be forthcoming so that the undertaking might not be crippled by any want of the means for carrying it out in the most thorough manner possible.
Turning next to the Convalescent Home and Samaritan Fund, the report stated that 715 patients had been received during the year, of whom 259 were men, 327 women, including 18 of the nursing staff, and 129 children. This number was rather less than in the previous year owing to the retention in the Home of male patients undergoing the open-air treatment for tuberculosis, the cure involving a stay of about six months. The board was anxious that this most useful adjunct to the hospital should afford relief to as large a number as possible: but they were so satisfied with the success of the open-air treatment, that they had resolved to continue to set aside a limited number of beds for the purpose.
The ordinary income was ?1,084. The ordinary expenditure was ?3,848, and the extraordinary expenditure (for storage battery), ?2G0 ; ?3,000 was contributed from the general funds to make up the deficiency appearing under the head of extraordinary income. instead of the cubicles to which the chairman had referredGoing on to another matter he said they would see from the report that it had been decided, now they had accommodation provided, that two women should be appointed as resident medical officers from May 1st. Their students were from the London Medical School for Women and for years past the appointment of properly qualified women as residents in the hospital had been under considerationIn view of this some friends of the School had promised to contribute ?1,000 to the fund. It was an important step, asthese were the first appointments of the kind either there or in any general hospital in London. He thought he mightspecially appeal to ladies everywhere to help them all they could, although they had no fashionable friends to hold bazaars and rake in ?10,000 at a time.
From the report and accounts which were then adopted it appeared that the ordinary income was ?6,793 and thelegacies ?3,52G. The ordinary expenditure was ?11,588, or ?1,268 less than the total income. The cost of the addition to the nurses' quarters?a fourth storey having been addedon each side of the central block, providing not only separate^ bedrooms for twenty-seven sisters and senior nurses, but also an additional sitting-room, two bath-rooms, and other conveniences?with the furnishing of the new rooms, was about ?5,300, towards which nearly ?3,800 had been received and promised,leaving?l,500still to be raised. The average weekly cost of each bed was ?1 8s. 10d., as compared with ?1 7s. lid. The average daily number of beds occupied was 120, asagainst 127. One of the two wards closed in consequence of the building operations, was reopened at the beginning of 1901, and it is hoped to reopen the other shortly, so that the 170 beds will once more be available. arrived when it should be extended and rebuilt on modern lines ; and that a subscription list be at once opened for that purpose and to free it from debt." It was a matter of gratification, he thought, that that hospital, founded so far back as 181G, still continued its good work; and a matter of congratulation that they found its present accommodation quite inadequate to its requirements. They had no alternative but to ask for aid in carrying out the extension which was enforced upon them, and he hoped the appeal would not be made in vain. It was imperatively necessary that they should have these new and enlarged buildings, but it was impossible to carry out the work without additional financial support, and he appealed to all who had the welfare of the hospitals of the metropolis at heart to combine for this particular object.
Sir Edwin Durning-Laurence in seconding the motion reminded the meeting that it was by the special permission of the present King, then Duke of Cornwall, that twenty years ago they were able to acquire the reversion of the freeholds necessary for their proposed extension. As to the need for their institution, there was more poverty south of the water than in the East End; but they were out of the way, and the appearance of their premises was against them. The hospital looked like an ordinary house in a street, and people passed by and forgot them when making their charitable dispositions. And they did not deserve this, for they had the character of doing their work in a most economic and most efficient way.
The resolution was adopted, as were also others re-electing the officers of the institution and conveying thanks to the staff for their services, and to the Lord Mayor for presiding. The position of the hospital might be summed up thus: " It does its work, but is very short of cash." Mr. I. R. Cooper proposed a vote of thanks to the Ladies' Committee, to which the Rev. E. Grose Hodge replied, and the usual votes brought the meeting to a close.
THE WEST END HOSPITAL.
The annual meeting of the West End Hospital for Paralysis, &c. was held on Friday, 22nd ult. The adoption, of the annual reports and audited accounts was moved by Mr. G. E. Porter. The medical report showed that the general health of the wards had been exceedingly well, maintained; the hygienic condition had been greatly improved since the introduction of open fire-places. There had been some temporary cessation of work owing to an outbreak of measles, the cause of which was clearly traced and proved to have been unavoidable. The pressing need of the hospital was an isolation ward?the only place for suspected cases being at present in the centre of the main building, surrounded by nurses'and servants' rooms. Speaking on this point, Mr. Porter said that the plans were already drawn up by the hon. architect, Mr. G. Blizard, and the committee proposed to build an isolation ward, with ten beds, at the top of the present wards. This would release the bedroom now used for isolation purposes, and enable the committee to give up the rooms which they had been obliged to rent outside the hospital for the accommodation of some of the servants. The committee had ?250 in hand (from the Prince of Wales's Hospital Fund) for the special purpose of providing a new operating room ; they expected to be able to carry out the work, which would supply a long felt want, during the present year. Another scheme was a convalescent home by the sea, where the special treatment given in the hospital could be followed up; it often extended over such a lengthy period that the children had to go home for a time, in order to make room for others: this in some cases meant that the good they had received in the hospital was undone during that period. The treatment required special electrical appliances, and special skill in the massage treatment. The committee also contemplated the establishment of a nursing home, which would enable them to assist in supplying the great demand for nurses skilled in the special work for which they were trained at the hospital, as well as to provide the much needed increase of accommodation for the present nursing staff. During 1900, the number of in-patients had been 360; the number of new out-patients was 3,378 ; the total number of massage treatments had been 6,361, and electrical, 9,971? grand total, 16,332. The total number of out-patients' attendances had been 39,218. With 
